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Course description:

The aim of the course is to familiarise students with the empirical aspects of social science
research, in particular quantitative and partly qualitative approaches, methods, analytical
techniques and their application to the purpose and type of research.

Knowledge
The main thematic units of the curriculum:

1. Conceptualising and operationalising research, designing a research plan

2. Approaches and strategies of quantitative and qualitative research, approaches
and combinations of the two paradigms

3. Quantitative methods (questionnaire data collection, analysis of statistical and
administrative databases, big data, quantitative content analysis)

4. Qualitative methods (interview, focus group, case study, participant observation,
archival research)

5. The comparative method, ways to overcome the problem of small number of cases
with many variables

6. Analysis of quantitative and qualitative data (Microsoft Excel, SPSS, JMP, coding,
note taking)

Competencies:

Students will be familiar with and apply the approach, strategies, basic methods and
analytical techniques of empirical social research methods. Distinguish between research
problems requiring quantitative or qualitative methods and data, identify relevant data
types, sources and levels of analysis.

The student will put into practice the theoretical knowledge gained in order to assess
research problems, formulate and answer questions and hypotheses, using consciously
chosen publication strategies and following the expected scientific writing methodology.
Ability to design multi- and interdisciplinary research, to critically approach specific
methodologies used by other disciplines in carrying out tasks.

Open and receptive to new findings in research methodology and to methodologically
relevant changes in the socio-economic-legal environment affecting the field.

takes responsibility for the reliability of the data he/she collects or researches
independently, for the results of his/her analyses, for their technical content and for their
linguistic appropriateness
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